RUSSIA:   U.S.S.R.   IN   EUROPE   AND   ASIA

In time of need, as when the harvest
is being garnered in, the fields are
illuminated by monstrous electric lamps
and urgent work can be carried on at
night. During the slack time in winter,
peasants are encouraged to find occupa-
tion in factories in the towns.

Under these new methods enormously
increased crops have been won from the
land, grain yields being often twice
what they were previously, whilst the
earnings of the people have been more
than doubled and their happiness in-
creased beyond measure.

About the Soviets.

Within the Union there are many
different kinds of soviet, a word we
can best interpret into English as a
council. Every village, town, city,
district and region has its own soviet

or form of local government, the
members of which are publicly elected.
In each individual republic there is one
supreme soviet which rules according
to the needs of its particular country,
the requirements of the Asiatic re-
publics being totally different from
those of European states.

Above all these Soviets comes the
Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. sitting
at Moscow, and so you will understand
the complete chain of law and order
from the hamlet to the capital. In any
event, all power is vested in the Soviets,
and whenever it becomes necessary an
All-Union Congress of Soviets is held.
The right to vote is given at the age of
eighteen to young women as well as to
young men, and people who live in the
backward countries of the Union have
precisely the same rights as those who
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RUSSIAN PASSENGER ENGINES
Soviet railways centre mainly on Moscow, and we see above two of the fine express passenger
engines as used on the main lines for fast traffic.   The great Trans-Siberian Railway, between
Moscow and Vladivostok, is upwards of 5,000 miles in length, whilst the Trans-Caspian line
to Baku forms another vast through route.